8TII JOHN HEUK8BY.                            85
Sir George llcrcsby, who had the equity of redemption la him, neglected to look after it till the creditors and those that married the two daughters got a decree in ehaneery to sell the estate. Sir George, dying, left my father Sir John under age and ward to his mother, who had more care of her own land (for she. wan an heiress) than of that of the family. Boon after my mid father wan married he began to look into the state of the sale, and commenced suit against the purchascra. But the content being likely to be tedious and chargeable, and he being very narrow in hi*? fortune, and the civil warn coming on* he closed with some offers of small sums of money for accommodation, and confirmed the purchasers* instates. When I came to look into this affair* I found it in thin desperate condition; however, 1 first preferred a bill in chancery, and then I petitioned the HOUHC of Ix>rds, when they, tearing my in torus t (more than the, equity of their caiiHc, which wan backed by a possession of fifty yearn), offered me Home composition forngrcimic.nl. The truth in 1 found by several of the lords that there was little hope to .succeed in that House uftcrso uncicntn possession and a decree of that standing ; and most, the confirmation of my father, from whom I churned, HO that I accepted 500/. which the purchasers gave me, being more than my father had got to confirm their estates thirty years before. Thin wan a great lotus to the family, for which BirGeorga wan most to blame; for besides that it WIIH our most ancient estate, ami that tlm revenue was now actually worth 800/. per annum, as I Haiti before, there hath been lead got out of that land since the wile of it worth fourscore thousand pounds, besides what lies ungotttm in it at this day.
March 31. Anne, Duchess of York, died, and declared herself a Papist nt the time of her death,
It was at this time that I had commenced suit against the Countess Dowager ftlraflbrd (who lived then at Hooton